L& o]t (1977

“UTILIZING” CANAL BANKS AS URBAN
SWATER FRONTS” TO ENHANCE THE
“BUILT ENVIRONMENT
iIN COLOMBO CITY

A DISSERTATION PRESENTED

TO THE
UNIVERSITY OF MORATUWA.
SRI LANKA.
FOR THE FINAL EXAMINATION W 0
Sc. (ARCHITECTURE) Fz 96
glomics 2176
s Jeeace. 8 comd
S RNADT
SUJEEVA HERATH

M.Sc. 1 - 1996
DEPARTMENT OF ARCHITECTURE.

UNIVERSITY OF MORATUWA
SRI LANKA. \%{, \ é:’ /
4" JUNE 1996 R oy
\T 5y

™, ‘”mﬂuﬂ"‘ 4
//

66693




Comntemnis

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

ABSTRACT

INTRODUCTION

CHAPTER ONE

HISTORY AND SYMBOLISM PLAY IN

FORTIFYING CONNECTION AMONG
PEOPLE, WATER AND BUILT
ENVIRONMENT.

1.1  Importance of water and its relationship to the Human .

1.2 Socio - cultural Importance of Water .

1.3 Water and its relationship to the built environment .

1.4  Importance and influences of water in A

CHAPTER TWO z WATER FRONTS AS A SPECIFIC
SPATIAL CONTEXT IN ARCHITECTURE -

2.1 Water in the classical world.

2.2 Water in the Urban context .

2.2.1 Urban space .
2.3 Lost spaces in Urban context .
2.4 Lost spaces in Urban water fronts and its utilizing .

e

ii

ol

o7

08

12
15
17

19



CHAPTER THREE H URBAN WATER FRONIS AND CITY
DEVELOPMENT.

3.1  The Open Space Component .
3.2 Waterfronts and The Space of the City.

3.3 Development of the Urban Built Environment with the water front .

CHAPTER FOUR s CANALS IN THE CITY AS WATER
FRONTS.

4.1  Canals and its function, uses and potential in Urban City .
4.2  Planning and Architectural use of the canal.

4.2.1. Architectural use of the canal Bank.
4.3  Canals In Colombo city.

4.3.1. Their character and existing uses.
4.3.2 Their future potentials.

4.4  Present Trends in development of canals
and its relationship to the Built Fabric in
Colombo City.

CASE STUDIES
CONCLUSION
BIBLIOGRAPHY

29

A

33

42

47

52
56

o7

é1
73
76




] Acknowledgements

I wish to express my deepest gratitude to the following persons for helping me in various

ways to make this dissertation a reality.

* To Dr. Ranjith Perera, senior lecturer, Faculty of Architecture for in valuable

y 7 comments, continuous guidance given by him through out the study, and

} assistance in correcting my draft.

* My special thanks are due to Archt. Upendra Rajapaksha who has the capability
in understanding the student and allowing me to use various facilities needed for
this task.

* And my thanks also ¢ noj, Sudarsana for helping me

) in various ways.

And finally, to my wife Sarojini, for accompanying on my task and for showing unfailing

patience and understanding throughout this endeavour.

Sujeeva Herath

4" June 1996.




Abstract

Introduction , outlines the scope of this book and shows it is essentially an
environmental and architectural approach, looking at canals in urban context and the
possibilities in the future, rather than a history of the canal or a guide to the pleasures
of cruising along it in a boat or pleasure of any other way. But when consider about
pleasure activities associated with canals , in some urban context ; it must be
considered with other related public activities and built environment of the waterfront

as well as urban city.

There fore , in this study , the history of water using in man made world is discussed
in first. Water has a social cultural importance and in early periods it have been acted
as a power full element or medium, to create fine relationships between human, nature
and built environment . Because, water has a closer relationship with the human and
his activities from the birth to his death, these relationships were caused to the

influences of water in Architecture.

Then, with the develof g in classical world, water using
with built environment as a “waterfront” have been became to act as a specific spatial
context in Architecture. In this time, “water front” had a vital part within other “urban
spaces” . Then although, most of early great cities had been developed with or along
the “water front ™ as river cities or port cities ; But due to various reasons of, most
water front sites have been acted as “lost spaces” in many cities. It was caused to
various unpleasant constructions and unpleasant environment with various problems

within the urban city.

Therefore, it have been encouraged certain redevelopments to the “lost space” with
utilizing that area as a usable “urban water front” In this, it should be considered about
“Architectural use” of the “water front” , to enhance the “built environment” in the
city. According to that, “Urban water front” was acted as a “image” of the new city ;

and most cities have been shaped and formed with the “urban water front”.




In that situation “canals (neglected) in urban context” were very popular and it had

great potentials, to act as a “urban water front”.

Therefore, when consider about our capital city, Colombo was not an exception. It is
consisted with neglected canal network too ; and it is caused to various unpleasant
constructions, environment and various problems in Colombo city. It is directly
influenced to our urban built environment. So then , this study is intend to identified
several design stratergies, objectives, methods, which are useful to create
redevelopments in canal side area as a “urban water front” with using existing
potentials, introducing new activities, and improving several relationships and
linkages between city and canal side area ; to enhance the “urban built environment “

in Colombo city.



