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FOREWORD

There is no argument that the future belongs to the city. With more and more people moving to
cities across the world, the so-called peri-urban areas, are slowly being absorbed by the cities.
Urbanization is one process of the cities that has never stopped since it began some half a
century ago. But what would be the future of urbanization? Is it really unstoppable, until all rural
areas are gobbled up by the cities? Or would it suddenly come to a halt with the explosion of the
city? Would people give up the city and look for the simplicity and pleasantness of the village
that once was the adobe of the majority of populations? These are pertinent questions to ask,
given the fact that despite the attractiveness of the cities that prompted urbanization, cities
have also become largely unlivable for most people. Indeed, this is more so in the newly
emerging Asian cities and mega cities, which have pursued spontaneous and uncontrolled
urbanization, unplanned and allowed to spread ad-hoc.

One of the most significant issues of this alarming rate of urbanization has been the ever-
increasing density in cities. Today, with modern high rises, it has become possible for thousands
of people to live on small footprints. Communities by themselves, vertical urban apartments
have been dubbed the filing cabinets of people, and there is no stopping of them rising higher
and higher in most cities. However, with densities rising up, there are also less and less open
social spaces, where people can find solitude, be with Nature or relax on their own.

Density and densification is a double-sided driving force of the city. On the one hand, the
greatest asset of the city is density itself. It is this density that can deliver services to thepeople
in cities with miniscule costs of infrastructure per person. Without the density, city becomes not
viable because everything will cost so much more and that is what has pushed the rural areas to
the back compared to the cities. However, this same densification is also the greatest evil of the
city because, when it comes to garbage, area per person for living and so on, density becomes a
serious problem. Most importantly, density and crowding have serious social and societal
implications for the people.

Crowding is synonymous with strangers and the city dwellers find that they are constantly and
continuously demanded to deal with unknown and unexpected; people who one cannot know
closely and therefore cannot construct social relationships with. As it appears to be, cities with
continuous urbanization and ever-increasing densities pose serious problem for the future city,
for which planners and architects need to find creative and convincing strategies and solutions.
In this conference, we posed the questions to those who have been dealing with these issues
and it is encouraging to see the wide variety of approaches they take to understand and devise
planned interventions to address the issues. After all, urbanization futures will not be as bad as it
is assumed, and with the help of the researchers such as those who have presented papers at
this conference, we will certainly be able to surmount all obstacles.

Janaka Wijesundara and Ranjith Dayaratne
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