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Abstract

The study focuses on the existing physical context of the Trincomalee city. The
historical background and the strategies that can be used in its conservation process
is discussed. Being a living city reuse of buildings is a common fact, yet with lack of

knowledge on its significance no proper conservation strategy can be followed.

The authorities and institutions which are responsible for formulating of
development plans for the urban settings should identify the values assigned for age

old public built structures and their environments in doing so.

City of Trincomalee as a historic city formed by the coloniels is losing its
significance due to many reasons. Study reveals the importance of its physical

context and suggests methods to protect it as a heritage.
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INTRODUCTION

The study

Although apparently detached from the way of life, people in every
modern nation continue to associate themselves with their past. Among
the very many methods and attributes which enable us to understand
the past, perhaps the single most important attribute of a civilization is
its built heritage. It was the monuments of Indus Maya and Inca
civilizations that moved the world first and enabled the understanding
of the different characteristics of those societies long after their dealing.

In this sense, the contribution of a city to the growth of civilization
both as a social and physical entity is particularly significant. The cities
which display various facets of this significance is quite important that
diverse method and approaches have taken to safeguard and conserve
its authenticity. Urban conservation as a built environment
management strategy is able to facilitate a desirable symbiosis between
man and environment and also capable of managing the changes of the
urban setting w8

The age old buildings and settings are monuments which speaks
about a countries history and some are assets being marvelous
architectural edifices. Thus are protection worthy for the generations to
come. Countries have evolved their own methods and also there are
universal charters and guidelines for conserving and preserving the

protection worthy old buildings and settings.

In Sri Lanka several cities have recognized as conserved areas and
some are listed as heritage cities. Sri Lankans posses a glories
historical past and a rich culture transforming from the past and
evidently presented through the built environment of many a cities and
towns. Also there are regions which are developed by colonials using

the unique natural setting of the country.
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Trincomelee is one such city developed basically for the military
purposes specially on navigation using its natural bay as a harbor.
Civilization developed on the river banks as a water based

settlement and later as a sea town with forts and ports.

The study deals with this significant city — Trincomalee presently
affected by war and social unrest yet comprises of age old built spaces,
many still in its original condition, some undergoing changes and
others being reused for diverse activities. The study focuses its
attention to the historical back ground, the physical context, the vitality

of the existing built environment and the issues affecting on it.

Importance of the study

Buildings in a living city always tend to get used for some purpose.
With the changing needs spatial needs also differ and reusing occurs.
More often it is visible that on this process the built structures get
mutilated by the user or it getting alienated by“the ‘people.

In the city of Trincomalee this situation is more aggravated as it is
affected by war, military functions and security problems. Hence the
age old physical context under going mutilation and destruction
rapidly while its significance partly hidden from the rest of the_
nation. .

It is high time to identify the values and importance of the built

environment and formulate measures to preserve it in the city of

Trincomalee.

Intention of the study

Physical setting of Trincomalee city has under gone changes from the

days of early settlements up to date along with time and is further
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facing changes due to the threat of war, the governing system and the
city life accordingly.

The intention of the study is to discuss about the significance of the
physical context, the architectural impact and it’s value as a heritage
site and also the present condition of them.

The study will reveal the causes which affects the architectural
discourse and provides suggestions for its protection with the use of
scholarly measures on conservation point of view.

In finding information it revealed that no systematic study has
carried out during the recent past and only a few documented
information are available on the physical context of the Trincomalee
city.

This study intends to present the contemporory situation of the built
fabric of Trincomalee city along with it’s historical background. Also it
is to be a description as well as an analysis of the city with
photographic presentations highlighting its potentials and the threats. .
Method of study

In order to achieve the above intentioh this study follows a
case study method.

In the first chapter it discusses the phenomena of change and
the spatial needs on changing demands. The architectural
implications of change and the strategies of using the existing
physical context specially those which proclaim some significance.

The second chapter is to describe the history of the Trincomalee city
and to highlight it as a city which speaks its significance through the
existing physical context. The changing form of the city is discussed
from the early settlements up to the situation prevailing there today.

The third chapter is an attempt to describe the architectural
discourse -the major elements in the urban landscape of the city and

its present atmosphere .
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Chapter four presents a description and an analytical study of five
major significant buildings in the existing built fabric of the
Trincomalee city. It also contains the impacts of existing heritage
protection acts and conservation strategies on these buildings which

are protection worthy under heritage acts.

The case study was carried out in the “Fort Frederic” and
Trincomalee city centre where the city life has drastically changed due
to the threat of war. The affected built fabric and the need for special
consideration to upkeep the age old historic monuments and its
landscape is further pointed out.

Research was carried out by referring the documents available. The
back ground knowledge gained and the information collected on literary
data were further studied by visiting the Trincomalee city, the ‘Fort
Fredric’ and the outer region obtaining special permission from the
relevant authorities and military officials. Data collected from the
Urban Development authority and the interviews and discussions held
with city people and naval officers were incorporated in examining the

themne of the study. o
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